U. S. DEPARTMENT! OF JUSTICE j 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY 9 1962 q 



URGENT 



5-5-62 9-21 

director, fbi 
from sac, san antonio 

hamptonI^iauzeJ 

INFORMATION effi&I&G 



AM CST CJH 




iL 



SUBJECT FOUND DEAD THIS MORNING ON OUTSKIRTS OF SA^ANTONIO, 



VICTIM OF A SHOTGUN BLAST. THE CORONER HAS INITIALLY RULED SUICIDE. 



b6 
b7C 



ADVISED THIS MORNING MAUZE IS. 



MILITANT ANTI-COMMUNIST AND SUGGESTS THERE MAY HAVE BEEN FOUL PLAY. 



J RETIRED AND ADMITTED MEMBER^JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 



TELERHON IC ALLY ADVISED MAUZE WAS ACTIVE IN AMERICAl£g.EGK>N AMERICANISM 



rv 



COMMITTEE, WALKER CAMPAIGN, AND MEMBER OF JOHN BIRCH SOfrmTY. STATES 

Ml Ssui 

HE KNOWS MAUZE PERSONALLY AND KNOWS OF NO REASON FOR SUOTDE AND 



53 



SUGGESTS POSSIBLE FOUL PLAY. 

NEITHER HAVE ANY SPECIFIC INFORMATION INDICATING FOUL 

PLAY OR INCIDENT RESULT OF MAUZE-S ANTI-COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES. 

BUREAU *D$S)£fJg^IE¥ OMQSS^J^CjTY^^ # O / 
LOCAL OFFICIALS WILL BE ®J»I^YoFOLtOWED FOR ANY INFORMATltl 

INDICATING OTHER TlfS&SuiCIDE AND"*N£r BU'REAU_INTEREST ¥ , 

BSSSND AC : K PLS. 

AM QK FBI WA KJL 



A SBBSSND AC : K 





02 MAY 2 8 196! 



ISR. BEW FOR THE DIRECTOR 




lata icnai&a to iaclacite as a rticle warita by ~ftr* EoasoH^ley cstltfcdT^S^todt&c- 
|D#ias" vlMh tgptsue&L Is tas £uaiia Stat^msa, r.ftv .Sttcy poiatcd oat that 
I a let of otees, i am SxmfetcS I rom tine to time- bjr rcssss of n&~scO!stf 
I aatt-tosiraoaSst l&cratave of th-j aaorc *emat or Bi?c& tjzgrc. ~ <~ ~ "V^hea aach 
literature is <&rapca sm my doarcUi I too a tca&ncy to sea red*- Isafc aot tfc> 
tjgpo Oi i'ir. TVeiea ^oal3 tee sag sec. tf Ue wrist oa to state Orated* too, 
tlsat tasra are Coajsauaiete oaoratias in iaia cauatry, I ecaO* avca cceia* a 
coasts ia iao past yicara. Bat a surge o£ idiocy is sol goi8>j to ra&cc factor 
B&afctf co saaca as one, and gftrchsrs aro aot goia^ So «afea say red fcaa^ed. 
I #r*te tolesva mf spy aa^ srcsl t-atefcias tficro it acloass^totae mparts Hfco 
J. £c&ar Hoover aad t&o FEX* Tactr fcsttia^ average is eoasitoaUy hSgftcr^sa 
titt CcCfttloye ani the mreacrs* £a3 ia taia easo I'll x§& «H& tfea. pros aad to 
Ofifccatascs.*' 



4.-572 (Rev. 2-19-60) 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES G< 



#*T f # 



Memorandum 

4 [ TO : The Director date: J? / //<*■•*- 



FROM : N. P. Callahan 



subject: The Congressional Record £. 

~Jo /hi D> * r /, 36 v - r 



"^3* fh~ N0T RBCORDjBD 

191 MAY 17 1962 



ill, vyr^" r ?T^J C0!IT*TMED 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for ~T if ■£ ,u? ^ 5^y';->2Ji as reviewed and pertinent items were 
marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy offeHay original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 



in appropriate Bureaujbqse pr subject matter files. 




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



Transmit the following in 
Via ATBTET r 







! # ! ' 


p n i 




Date: 5/^62 ( 


PLAIN TEXT 




- 


(Type in plain text or code) J, 


AIR MAIL 





Six*. Tol"nn. 

u.Ir. Bolasiort— 
Mr. Mohr 




Mr. Cnl!a? r.a 
It 

< Mr. K-.-n | 

iXr« £« 'van j 

Mr. Tavel i 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



Mr. Tr- 1 .. 

Tela. Eoira 

i.Iis.3 ll-'^u.?g_ 
Miss Gandy 



"A 



TO: 
\jJ PROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAG, SAN ANTONIO (62-2759) 

HAMPTON MAUZE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



/ 



JCERNING, . 1 i^ n % 

Reference is made" to San Antonio teletype to 
the Bureau dated 5/9/62. , 



[ 



^N P. 



Sheriff 1 s Office, San Antonio, Texas, advised SA MORTOl 
CHILES on 5/14/62 that a /complete and exhaustive investigation 
of the death of HAMPTOlftMAUZE revealed death caused by 
suicide and th atrEWa wfrfi no indication or evide nce of - 



any foul play. 



Medical 



Officer, after e xamination of body and eviaence ruled 
suicide. I I further indicated that inquiry revealed 

emotional instability on the part of MAUZE prior to > 
death. In view of above, no further inquiry being made. 



i 



s MAY 2% 1282 



r, Y" ' " 



3 * - Bureau 
HT - San Antonio , 
MPC:csh • \\ --»' • 



i /V A,' 



;v*.*v 




L 

b6 
b7C 



£7 



Sent 



iVh'-Vl w O SpWarAgent in Charge 



* 1/ 



""" \ 



Mr. Tolson^l'l 

Mr. Belmont I 

Mr. M:,hr. | 

Mr. Callc' an £ 

Mr. Conrad 
Mr. 

Mr. I^W.ns 

Mr. M«lv»; 2 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Eoom 

Mies lMm n s ij 
Miss Gandy_i^ 




•r ' *P 



CHANGED TO 

&3 - /^vy>-/ 



4-528 



AUG 31 1962 



♦ 



«s sacli local «»f9r€c:aj*Bt ofiiccT efti4 €cfiaxr«m$st d&eetirca, la caftneet&ia \ 
w*u me said fttitonal &«*yer& Guild, saiU it was MeatStte^ pt&Hc!?» *s a 
Cttzasuotist front 6f J* Uti&ar Jaww&rastf MojracF Oenmi Bi^i« scy«wa yam 
alter &Qfttft tVfcr II *hg* jsucU infomaHoa was? ?lial to tti« seearity o! this seuaisy. 




Cco^K^^k? c&i&tfl citoittcs! &s tte ol 0 report fitted % $t$$# 

diiGS33 1*40 «2itm Slwrfc. ^ssict^. fills s£&2»v2t ceagaoots o» 2is& #X tacaafcattWip 
palot&gt est ig&t say vasts to eaupaSga cm u&s suggest of sssaes 

w^gesst teat 153 tia&gc cts&3a»l Iks s&ttsl »at $3crfc*am&j. 

*HiS^ xfflt tmo i® £sk ever? fyzgmu&tim t&c cQsatsy ts issfe? Sis ared&ctibfe 1 
$ic& isoSUcj Bet arge&Lail&s to is&ish &cy Jfcloas ea^ h 



gold o2 Cali&amia, <3£<1 sat s£St;*a his respacs&SUtiCv'} 



4-572 (Rev. 2-19-60) 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



t 

Memorandum 



Ur^TED STATES GOv, - 4T 



to : The Director date: 



from : N. P. Callahan 



subject: The Congressional Record 




r 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressjpnsil-p-pi^Qjj^^p^ 
Record "for was reviewed and pertinent items vjer^e ( -\ 1QQ2 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and_placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 



J 

Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



I 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



9 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



C, JACKSONVILLE (100-511) (C) 



date: 6/11/62 





SM - C 



ReBulet to Mrs. 
was designated for Jacksonville. 



5/23/62, a copy of which 



The RiirAfln is advigAri that New York, 

that the name of | ~ / J was listed as a person receiving 



advised 



"The Worker" as of[ 



W 



On 5/23/62, MrsX 

telephonically advised SA 

was a friend of hers and na 
activities of the F 
as a result of Mrs. 
the Committee. Mrs 



1 




that Mrs. 
i oecome interested in the 
islative Investigating Committee 
nterest and assistance afforded 
further advised that Mrs. 



lhad recently subscribed to "The Worker" for she 

wanted xo read the type of mater ial published in this paper 



in order that she, Mrs. 



might do something to 



counteract, the type of writ ings publ ished by the communists. 



said that Mrs. 



Mrs. t i 

mimeo'gra pned letter ca ptioned " The American Reporter." Mrs, 



said that Mrs 



■I 



jis now putting out a 



is a prolific letter writer 



and writes daily letters to the Orlando 'Sentinel" newspaper. 

On 5 /28/62. records of thef 
disclosed that 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



^0 



since 1956. 
J L 



MrsT[ 

Her_husband is employed by the 



have in file 
] is a iixeiong resident o f 



T 



No derogatory information is contained in the 



crexntx ixies, 



No arrest re cord for f 
appears in the fife of I 



Above information furnished to the Bureau in event '/ 
further correspondence is received from her. 



2 }■ Bureau (RM) 
~T - Jacksonville 
EHD-cls 
(3) 



RES- 45 



jun mm 




„ .v&ZSflfikY. 1-22-60) 

Federal Bureau of Invjpigation 

Records Bran 



nvflHc 



19. 



1 I Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 

I I Service Unit - Room 6524 

H Forwardio-File Review 
At 




,b6 



Aoom Ext. 



Ty pe of References Requested: 

Z]Rej3«*0f'Request (Analytical Search) 
3a11 References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
HI Subversive References Only 
—J Nonsubversive References Only 
— I Main . — References Only 



Type of Search Requested: —y / 

LZia^sttleted to Locality of TV^^t* 



L^d 'Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 
I Buildup ' CZZJ Variations 



b6 | 
b7C 
_b7D 



Subjei 

BirthuW & l-'iuce 
Address 



Localities 

Searcher *~ ; y " '/ 
R i Date Initials yi^/<-^ 



Prod 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 





























































ATT TTTT?r v T}M A T'TniT r< PiU^ A TT.rrpn 




---i-j — J . .. < ,■ . .' ,.. — In.,: ... , w j.iw 















o 
> 
w 

or 
til 



2-0rig & I 
2-Liai son 

tie it 



REC-20/ 0 / . J//a , J&j/*** 



Dates 
To: 
From,; 
Subjects 



June 13, 

Chief, U. 8. Secret Servi ce 

John Edgar Hoover,, Director 

miKimm SUBJECT 

joint Bxncir SOCIETY 

TliBEAT AGAINST THE PRESIDENT 



-5Zii,s will confirm, information furnished to Special Agent 
f your Service on June 4, 1962, by Special Agent 
of 'tiiis Bureau* 



Tha Nam OrJvan.n CP Pint* nf> wnr gdajLflg^ that on June 4, 

Louisiana* 



1963, 

adviaea mas aoout j'lve mcefss qqo in the doctors' lo unge at 
~~\Mf;E:nrin7 ffnpmitrj he had a conv ersation aiifc 

who resided at 



told 
Society sinoe 



tea 



\that he had gotten out of the John Birch 

xneii mere talking ah ou t going to Washington and bF 
shooting the President. | belief -p .a^ the following 



persons loerc present at the time 
statements 



viade the above 



hlC 



On, June *L IfiftP f 



~U r : ri 



(\r i ft -r\c 



2 t 

tit 



t the hone of 
i 1 




1 nr/n-i Q-t 



the ni aht of 

I s ta ted 1 unn heam jTO^i a former member of the John Mr eh ■ 
WcTctythat they were going to assassinate the President and were 

the 



aJ>out hiring an assassin. .:Acoordingto 



tfrr 



\ mrtTTTs 



tfEC.O Wske tiBbve tn&Amtfan was* 'furnished on June 4, 296^ ,,,, 
ec2o2 ^gent Sft S'ferarqf? tr<?/?,?7r BLac o/ your Service %t -Mev) Ovleans* 




^ 4. j*. 



4' 



FEDERAL BUREAU $ /ESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTI 
JUN4 1962 



ncE / 




... Tnlgnn 
fr. Beimont£L— 
Mr. Mohr , 




S-4-S2 
DIRECTOR. FBI 



PM 



CST 



Mr. CallgHai 
Mr. ggamrad.,, 
Mr. to^,achk£^_ 
Mr. fErona 
Mr. Malpne- 
Jr. E&l 




7* 



it 



Mr. TfotW_ 

Tele. Room 

M «j|Miss Holmes. 
"q^iss Gandy_ 



3-P 



FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS /S2-0/ 

(9 



UNKNOWN SUBJECT, J OHN BIRCH SOCIETY. THREAT AGAINST PRESIDENT 




OF UNITED STATES. 








ON JUNE FOUR, 








LA... ADVISED ABOUT FIVE WEEKS AGO 



IN DOCTOR-S LOUNGE, 



MEMOR TflT. ffOSPTTAT- 



1 



lii. 

STATED HE HAD GOTTEN OUT OF JOHN 



BIRCHj. SOCIETY SINCE THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT GOING TO 

^ 1 In ^ rt >)„. •» 

WASHINGTON AND SHOOTING THE PRESIDENT. 

CAN BEST RECALL, 



AS 




WERE PRESENT_ f WHEN 



END PAGE ONE 

• -i 



MADE ABOVE STATEMENT.^ foj - /^^'f f/^j 



SulJiVaji 




.„i<N.!.i.D 



PAGE TWO 
NO 62-0 

ON JUNE FOUR, 



WHILE AT HOME OF 




ADVISED 



#' ' 

NIGHT OF JUNE ONE, MRS. 



b6 
b7 C 
b7D 



STATED SHE HEARD 



FROM A FORMER MEMBER OF JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY THEY WERE GOING TO 
ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT AND WERE TALKING. ABOUT pTBTMfi AM ASSASSIN* 



] STATED MR. AND MRS, 



AND MR. AND MRS. 



WERE 
AND 



MADE HER STATEMENT. BOTH 



] REQUESTED THEIR IDENTITIES BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL, 



I HOWEVER, ARE WILLING TO BE INTERVIEWED BY SECRET SERVICE AGENTS. 

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE JOHN RICE, SECRET SERVICE NEW 
, ORLEANS, WAS ADVISED OF INSTANT INFORMATION AT TWELVE TWENTYONE 
: P. M., JUNE FOUR INSTANT. RICE-S TERRITORY COVERS 
AND THERE ARE NO SECRET SERVICE AGENTS LOCATED IN 



FOR THE BUREAU-S INFORMATION, NEW ORLEANS INDICES 
REFLECTS INFORMATION CONCERNING ! | INTERNAL 

END PAGE TWO 






PAGE THREE 
NO 62-0 

SECURITY DASH R, BUFILE ONE ZERO FIVE DASH SEVEN ZERO NINE SEVEN 
TWO. 

END AND ACK PLS 

WA 3-52 PM OK FBI WA RL HOLD PLS 





', , OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



/ 



♦ 

Memorandum 



UNITED STATES (■ 



TO 



FROM 




subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 

SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (100-6826) (C) 

o 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



date: 6/20/62 i 



ionOn 6/11/62, 



fOKlahoma Ci ty Police r)pr>artm^Tit 
advised he had in custody one 



f p1 p-nhnni ra 1 



[ 



char-ged with assault and batt exy, anu mm tnia indivi dual 
may-possess information of interest to the FBI concerning 
security "matters . 

'-O n 6/11/62, SA JAMES E. G ARRIS interviewed 




while in t.hs custody of the Oklahoma City 

J was advised he was not 



Police Department. , 

under arrest by the FBI, that he did not have' to furnish 
the FBI any information and any information he did furnish 
would-be free and voluntary on his part. 

He stated he"became interested in fighting 
Communism in a peaceful way" approximately one year ago 
and soon thereafter joined the John Birch Society (JBS) . 
He said ho attends meetings of the JBS regularly in Oklahoma 

City. | | volunteered no other information in this 

regard. 



. ^ commented he is not a member of the 

Minutemen (MM J group, he has no interest in that group 
and he has no knowledge of MM operations in Oklahoma or 
elsewhere. 

He related he read in a recent issue of "Human 
Events" that "plans were in the mill" to oust J. EDGAR 
HOOVER as Director of the FBI sometime in 1962, and he' 
also heard similar remarks from unrecalled sources. He 
could furnish no details in this regard. 



] opined . that the FBI is infiltrated by 



jjcommunists . He said* he and other sources, whom he refused 

(l)- Bureau (RM) / r > — /& </- J / "I 

2 - Oklahoma City b^»JL 

(1 - 100-6826). (JBS) ^ 

(1 - 100-6949) (MM) J6*MN 288 1982 




JEG:Jc5| 
(4) " 




HEREIN IS UNCtASSIF 



Mil 

— 1 ED - 




■I - 



# 



OC 100-6826 



to identify, felt that all Federal agencies, including the 
FBI, are infiltrated by Communists. He indicated that 
neither he, nor the above sources, to his knowledge, has 
any proof that Communists have infiltrated the FBI or any 
other Federal agency, but they feel that the Communists 
had attempted to infiltrate Federal agencies and were 
successful in doing so. He refused to discuss this matter 
further. 



] said he has no personal knowledge of 



Communist activities in Oklahoma or elsewhere. 



The following description of | 
obtained through interview andU&$ervation.: t , 



was 



Name : 



Address : 



Prior Address: 

Sex : 
Race : 

Date of Birth: 

Place of Birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes : 

Characteristic: 
Occupation: 



i i 

Oklahoma City^ Oklahoma 
(resided Oklahoma City the 



# 



Male 
White 



Oklahoma 



175 pounds 
Brown, wavy 
Blue 

Wears glasses 



I 



b6 
b7C 



Social Security No.j: \ __ n , , I ~~ 
Education: High "school graduate. One year 



Military Service 

Marital Status: 
Spouse : 



Arrest record: 



U.S. Armv T l I honorab le 
discharge; ASN RA |_ 
Married . 



nee 



J (.spouse presently 
fc 



suing for divorce) 
Admits: About 1946. 



speeding, $ioz.ib, tine ana 
costs . 



-2- 



OC 100-6826 



The only reference to | | in Oklahoma City- 

indices is information reported during the latter part of 
1950 bvl I 
I Oklahoma, who advised I 



| wrote 

him a letter on 9/6/50, in which he described a Russian 
weapon. This matter was referred to the Kansas City 
Office by letter dated 11/17/50 for any action deemed 
appropriate by that office. 

The above is furnished for the Bureau's informa 
tion. No further action is contemplated by the Oklahoma 
City Office. 



OPTIONAL FORM NO/ 
3010-104-01 i 

UNITED f 



'ERNMENT 



ft 



Memorandum 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 
, ; / A „- FkoM : SA c, CHICAGO (100-36671) 

subject: ROBERT H. W. WELCH, JR. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



date: 6/21/62 



On June 20, 1962, there was received by the 
Chicago Office from an anonymous donor a flyer distributed 
by one 

Illinois, which bears a letterhead Of the JOnn Bircn 

Society Inc., Belmont, Massachusetts. It is announced 
therein that the Illinois Chapter of that Society will 
present "Our Council Speaks", a critique of the John 
Birch Society, Saturday, June 30, 1962, at the Flick- 
Reedy Auditorium, Bensenville, Illinois. Speakers will 
include R.H. MONTGOMERY, THOMAS J. ANDERSON, STILLWELL J. 
CONNER, Dr. REVILO P. OLIVER and Dr. S.M. DRASKOVICH, 
all of whom are listed as members of the Council of 
the John Birch Society. It is stated that the above 
function will be the first in a series of educational 
efforts to reach more people. 



b6 
b7C 



[ 



]is identified as the subject 



of Bureau file 65-62223, who has originated a large 
volume of correspondence with this office and the Bureau 
in the past. The above is furnished for the information 
of the Bureau. 



L.2 - Bureau (RM) 
2 - Chicago 

(1 - 65-3915) 
JWT/djs 
(4) 

ALL INFORMATION- CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

* 

f 

I 




( >/'t 



4 

-.»_• 



7 •/'--' v " 





FD-36 (ReV. 12-*l3-56) 

i 

F B I 

Date: 7/20/62 

Transmit the following in 



(Type in plain text or code) 

Via AIRTEL AI R M A I L - B Efi lSTE BED 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 

ROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001 ) (C) 

UBJECT: J0HN~1^ 



BIRCH "SOCJ,E,TJ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 




On 7/1^62, 
furnished reliable 
should be concealed 
fleeting that ROBER' 
was 



41 MX t:::: 



nf 



5: 




(dvis 



who has 
entity 



rrfia'tTon^ih the past and whose" i 

sed she had received information re-r 

,, r of the John JBirch Society (JBS), . 

in Los Angel¥s" as' or\7/^9/62 and that on the same date he 



jCH. 



had lunched with WESTBROOF 



PEGLER, prominent newspaper columnist, 



She stated she had received information reflecting 
that WELCH and PEGLER intended to make some sort of "blast" 
at the "Los Angeles Herald Examiner" in connection with an 
article the "Examiner" printed concerning JBS on or about 4/1/61 
which bore a red banne r headline c aptioned "Birch Society 



Branded as Anti-U.S." 



stated WELCH was disturbed 



by the statement in the arncie which allegedly indicated that 
WELCH himself was anti -Catholic. 



was advised that WELCH was attempting to 
obtain a copy or -cne newspaper article in question without 
knowledge of his inquiry getting back to persons of authority 
at the newspaper. 



i stated she had received a telephone call 
ce asking whether she knew where a copy 
of the newspaper in question could be located. She stated she 
was able to locate a copy of the paper among her own clippings, 
at which time she telephonically advised the JBS office, who 
in turn placed her in direct contact with Mr. WELCH, who asked 
her whether she would object to mailing the article to Mr. 

p- Bureau ( AIRMAIL) / REGISTERED \ 

2 - Los Angeles (cc:| 




b6 

Jo7C 

b7D 



JSTTDRTJ 

Approved: 2. 



JUL 23 196i 



Special Asent in Charge 




DO-7 „ 

-< ,* . V""*"* FROM{ 
OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL ^lEAU INVESTIGATION 

TO 

OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 



Mr. Tolson _ 
r. Belmont 
Mr. Mohr 



Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

dr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans 

dr. Malone 

dr. Rosen 

fr. Sullivan _ 

k. Tavel 

\i. Trotter 

fliss Holmes. 
diss Gandy _ 



>ee Me 

tate and Return 
repare Reply _ 



end Copy to Attorney General 

or Your Recommendation 

/hat are the facts? 

lemarks: 





L ,AaO 



V 



■ u - « . 



4 # 



4-528 



CHANGED TO 



MAY 24 1963 



All BBOKiW?, C^TSD 




By letter dated 7-25-62, captioned individual Wrote to the 
Attorney General and set forth four pointed questions. The first requests b6 
a copy of Senator Eastland's speech of 5-8-62 entitled "Is the Supreme b7C 
Court Pro- Communist?" and opinion regarding the speech. The last is: 
"Are there communists in our State Department? You say no, I say yes. 
Will you place your job as Attorney General on the above questions?" 
He designated copies of his letter to several prominent people including 
the Director and requested their opinions. -r- • O p . . 

Bufiles contain no references identifiable with correspondent. 

It is felt no purpose, would be served in affording Mr 
letter any acknowledgment. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached letter not be acknowledged. 




Enclosure 



RVA:slc %Qf r 



?5J> & 



™« aa »" mmmtfn , mmmm ' / 



1£2 AUG 6 



Si 




AT,L IY,7C~""" ri "^ CONTAIMED 



,m- W i l l i,» wiC.j .« nra TS- 

„ m , 7^^ 

Mr. Tolson - r 

Mr. Brimoi^fcjdl 

'Mr, Mohr 

Mr. Callahan. .J 

tilt. Conrad 

Mr. qop<fti^hj/_ 

Mr. E«ms 

Mr. Malom 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. Trotter. 
Tele. Rootn_ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gaudy. 




# * 



4-528 



CHANGED TO 



DEC v 51962 



8-133 U»i$62)^f*" 



4ft 



4 



\ 



F B I 



Date: 8-10-64 



Transmit the following in 

mis / „ Alrtel 



Via 



v 7*—- 



(Type in plain text or code) 

^ I "7 , , , 

~jt j* j jT^ ( PTi 4 lt y or Jethog^maiV^ 




T6j v SAC, 



kaattla 



'-"'From: Director, FBI 
is^ 



b6 
b7C 



RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 
BUDED 8~*i.3-G<6 



J 



.lu. 



nr, 

15- 



Enclosed you will find: " ^N^'^V^ 

ffi Two copies of self-explanatory communication from captioned individual. 
I I One copy of the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin. 
I I One copy of the Uniform Crime Reports bulletin. 
□ Other: 

Take following action: 

p Make discreet inquiries of established sources to determine reputation of 
captioned individual and/or organization. Under no circumstances should 
correspondent become aware of our interest. OD o 

I | Have correspondent interviewed to determine whether correspondent has . i 5E 

any information of interest to Bureau. 
I | Have substance of enclosed communication made available to appropriate 
local law enforcement officials. Retain copies of this communication in 
. your possession at all times. 

■ □ Acknowledge enclosed communication by mailing enclosed Bureau publi- 
cation or publications to correspondent to address indicated, following 
your determination of status in law enforcement. If correspondent is not 
type of person to whom we want to furnish this material, or does not have 
legitimate interest in law enforcement matters, correspondent should be 
contacted and informed that our budgetary limitations restrict its distri- 
bution and request cannot be granted. Advise Bureau of action taken, 
together with recommendation as to whether correspondent's name should 
be added to our mailing list. 
n Submit results under above caption to reach Bureau no later than 
F^l Submit results and recommendations as to whether or not Bureau should 

comply with request, under above caption, to reach Bureau no later than v*2.U**u<* 



o 
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Tolsoi . 

Belmopt . 

Mohr . 

Callah m . 
onrac 

eLoach 

vans 

{alone 

osen. 

ullivan 

avel t, 

rotter 

e'e. Room . 

C mes 

tfy 



I*] other: For background information, see urf ile 

-Enclosure 8 (^) 



-goHaw-un for 8-15-62 



3ET:jpp (6) , 

g ent tyfo ROOM (ZD TELETYPE UNIT CZ3 



J v • , '- See note next page. 
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no yellow or abstract 
on 10-19-61. 



NOTE: In-absence letter sent same date 
prepared. Bufiles reflect an outgoing to 
By return letter of 10-24-61 he requested 25 copies of Inspector Sullivan's 
speech, "Communism and Religion, " #hich were sent without cover b 6 
letter on 10-31-61. Seattle to Director letter dated 1-23-61, Bufile b7C 
(62-104401), i_ets out information received 12-22-60 from a private 
citizen in Bellinghan, Washington, th at "the person ac tively promoting 
the John Birch Society in his city wasT ~|* Files of the 



Seattle Office contained no adverse information identifiable with 



at that time. 




-2 - 



FD-36 (Rev. ^2-13-56) 



F B I 
Date: 3/13/62 



Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. GallaKm ... 

Mr/Evm ..... . 



Mr. ll-wn ... 
Mr. Sa'IiVitn . 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter _ 

Tele. Room 

Miss II 



MfisUaiidy.. 



TO 



: DIRECTOR, FBI 



FROM : SAC, SEATTLE (100-24754) 



SUBJECT: 



RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 



ReBuairtel 8/10/62. 



b6 
b7C 



is v/ell known to our Resident Agents 

at Bellingham, Y/ashington as a man who is well respected in 
the community. He has no criminal record, and his credit 
record is enti rely satisfactory. H e is a member of the Elks 



Club . bu t also[__ 

is considered 
right 



to be a 
winger". On many 
admiration of the Bureau to our 
of his association with the John 



strong 



John Birch Society, 
violent anti-communist and 
es he has voiced his 



t: 



evident Agents, but because 
Birch Society, it is be- 
lieved that if he is furnished xne publications requested, he 



v/ill advise everyone that he 
recommend that his letter be 
that we have no publications 
is interested. 



received them from the 
acknowledged and he be 
presently available in 



3J- Bureau 
1 - Seattle 
WTO: eg 
(4) 



FBI. I 
advised 
which he j4 

? V 

'/ 



4?- 



0 ¥ 



(#3- - Jo ^'hizlM^ 



AUG 24 \m 



r 



/J, 




Approved: 




J. _ Sent 



OPTION/U FORMiNO. )0 
i * 5010-104-01 



UNITED STATES ^^ERNMENT V # 

Memorandum 

to : Director,, EBI date: 8/27/62 

p : SAC, Mobile (lOO-new) 



subject: JOHil'-BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Movement to Impeach EARL WARREN, 
Belmont 78, Mass, 

Enclosed to the Bureau are two copies, and to 
Boston one copy, of clipping from the 8/23/62 issue of the 
"Alabama Journal," daily nex^spaper published at Montgomery, 
Ala., page IE. The clippings are self-explanatory, and 
no additional information concerning these matters have been 
received by Mobile to date. 

Bureau (Enc. iHRMHAM) 

1 - Boston (Enc. i)(rm)(AM) 

2 - Mobile 
WED-egp 
(5) 



The Deputy Attorney General 



August 23, 1962 



G 



J 



Director, EBI 

O 

THE JOHN JBIRCH SOCIETY 



1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Mr. Evans 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Baurogardner 

1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 



Reference is made to your telephonic request 
of Assistant Director Courtney A. Evans of this Bureau 
on August 27, 19G2, for background information con- 
cerning captioned Society. 



There is enclosed a typed copy of a memorandum 
dated April 0, 19G1, which was furnished the Attorney 
General by cover communication of the same date and 
caption^ 



To! son 
Mohr 



Callahan "L !LL 



Conrad*.-. . 
DeLoac^ 
Evans 
Mai one _ 
Rosen _ 
SuHivan . 
Tavoi . 



In addition to the data set forth in the OD 
enclosed memorandum it is noted that on December 8, 1961, 
Assistant Attorney General J. Walter Yoaglcy, Internal W 
S*curitjr Division, directed a letter to Volch referring 
t# a statement made by tfclch at a rally in Austin, Tesas, 
on November 20, 1961, that "A comparatively few thousand 
Communists , concentrated in key departments" of the 
Government have taken the United State3 "steadily down 
the road "to Communism by steps supposedly designed and 
presented to the ... as ways of fighting Communism. " 
Asaistan|;_ Attorney General Yeagley requested Uelch to 
turn ovor^to this Bureau the facts in his possession 
and the sources thereof which might establish that 
certain Government employees are members of the Communist 
Party, Y'elch has not communicated with this Bureau to 
supply the information requested by Assistant Attorney 
General Yeagley's letter. (62-104401-1597 



J 



REc so r^---)ffl ffliJJHl 

T/itlr reference to the estimated mer-ibershiy 



figures of the Society as set forth in the enclosed 
ronorandum, it is noted that, according to a "",/ashi 
Capital Nows Service" release dated AugU3t 23, 1062^8^ 
representative of the ; Society in Los Angeles stated on ' 
August 23, 1CG2, that the Society's national membership 
had more than doubled in the. past • year . In a statement 

sntative it was r Apojf.^di that 



issued by the above 



m 31 1962 
on 



Tiotler . 

Tele. Roobi -^fS^ 

Holrr.es 

Gasdy?j*4 



*0 



2-104401 
JHK:mar- 




I 
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Ihe Deputy Attorney General 



it was interesting to note that the Society has enjoyed 
particularly heavy membership increases with "each national 
setback such as the Cuban situation, Katanga, Laos, the 
steel mandate, the stock market confusion and when the 
Society has been publicly 0,ttaeked," According to the 
above release, a spokesman at the national headquarters 
of the Society declined to comment on the reported 
increase in membership or to state the number of members 
which the Society now has, (62-104401-A) 

Enclosure 



1 -= Mr . , Belmont 

X - Mr." Evans 

| - Mr. Sullivan 

m - Mr. Baumgardner 

1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 



April 5, 1061 

b7C 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



i 



i 



Tolson 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Collation . 
ConicTiJ . . 
DeLooch . 

Evans 

Malone 



Sullivon 

T.J«1 ___ 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holtr.es 

Gandy 



The following information is sot forth concerning 
the John Birch Society (JBS) and its founder Robert H. W. 
Welch, Jr. 

Background Concerning the Society 

The Society was organized in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
in December, 1958, by Robert H. W. Welch, Jr., a wealthy 
candy manufacturer of Belmont, Massachusetts, to further 
Welch's anticommunlst campaign. It was incorporated on 
December 23, 1958, as a nonprofit business organization 
under the laws of the State of Massachusetts and was 
assigned Charter Number 624-300. The officer s were listed 
as Robert Welch, Pr esident and Treasurer, and 



Robert Welch and 



were listed as Robert Welch: [ 
Robert Welch); I 

"lalso 

MriTT 



! The Directors were li sted as 
h and | I 



The Incorporators 



L 



It 



] f ormerly 



1 



All of the aforementioned are residents ot tne 
Boston, Massachusetts, area. The aims and purposes of the 
organization were listed as to promote civic interest in 
national and international affairs by an educational 
program and the collection and dissemination of literature 
for educational purposes. Welch has characterized the 
long-range objective of this Society as "less government, 
more responsibility and a better world." 



According to recent newspaper accounts, the Society 
at the beginning of 1961 had chapters in approximately 35 
states and it has been estimated that the Society might have 
100,000 members at the end of 1961. The most pronounced 
activity on the part of Welch and the Society in his anti- 
communist campaign has been charges of communists boing in 
high Government positions, including former President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. The most recent major activity in this regard 
has been the calling for the impeachment of Chief Justice 
Earl Warren of the United States Supreme Court. A confidential 
source who has furnished reliable information in the past ha3 
62-104401 , 

JHK:mar (7) ; - SEE NOTE ON YELLOW PAGE 4 
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advised that I | of Dallas, Texas, who has been 

identified In the? j>ast as being a former member of tho 
U. S. Klans, Knights of tho Eu Klurt Elan, recently state:*, 
ho t;p.s a vi'-i b^ tvP the JDS and prais- .d thv rvork of tho 
Mocioty. I I stated the Society, without mentioning 

integration, \;ould only ho fighting communism but added that 
actually conmunism is the "ro ot of it a ll" indicating: , 



according to tho source, that I \ meant fighting cnmmnnlQm 

is also fighting integration* The source advised that I I 



stated tho main work of tho Socioty at the present time is 
v;riting letters to Co gross 1 ; '.on and other prominent officials, 
never using the Society's name, and in getting windshield 
and bumper stickers on as many cars as possible reading 
"Impeach Earl -Varren." 

Ey memorandum from Assistant Attorney General 
«?, Traitor Yeagley dated August 30, 1060, Yeagley, in referring 
to the Society, advised tbat the Department »s records con- 
tained no Bureau reports on either the Society or Welch 
and requested this Bureau to conduct an investigation of the 
Society pursuant to Executive Order 10430, By memorandum 
dated September 3, 1030, he was advised that no information 
had been received by this Bureau indicating any subversive 
elements in the Society e&d that in view of this, together 
with the background information concerning tho Socioty and 
Welch which had previously been furnished the then Attorney 
General by memoranda dated March 6 and September 11 and 16, 
1059, all captioned Robert It. W. Welch, Jr.," no investi- 
gation of the Socioty would bo conducted unless a subsequent 
request was received from the Department. To date no subsequent 
request has been received from the Department for an investi- 
gation of tho Socioty or Uclch. 

Tiie Present Controversy 

The JBS is probably one of the most controversial 
orgrn ligations in the country today. This controversy stems 
mainly from the allegations made by Welch and tho Society 
alluding to President Eisenhower being procommunist ; tho 
allegations that there are communists in other high Government 
positions; and calling for the impeachment of Chief Justice 



f 
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Warren. This controversy lias led to many attacks on Welch 
and the Society through the newspapers and in some congressional 
circles, while at the same tine other newspapers and congressional 
circles have defended Welch and the Society* However, to date 
this controversy has boon confined, at least in congressional 
circles, to the issue of Welch and the Society and not to the 
issue of Chief Justice Warren's impeachment. 

This controversy slowly gathered momentum until 
it appears to have readied its peak within the past week when 
some Congressmen and Senators denounced Welch and the Society 
while others hacked Welch and the Society. According to 
newspaper accounts, both the Senate Internal Security Sub- 
committee (SISS) and the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA) have been requested to hold hearings con- 
cerning the Society. According to such accounts, Senator 
Thomas J* Dodd, Vice Chairman of SISS, has denounced the 
Society and Welch *s attack on President Eisenhower and on 
March 31, 1961, Dodd stated he would bring up the possibility 
of investigating the Society at the Subcommittee's next 
meeting. Also according to newspaper accounts, Congressman 
Francis Walter, Chairman of the HCUA, has stated that the 
HCUA has received many letters complaining about the Society 
but none contained material information indicating the nCUA 
could or should launch an investigation. Walter has further 
stated that it is not the function of the HCHA to serve as 
a Sounding board either for an organization against individuals 
or for individuals against an organization, In addition, 
Senator John L, McClellan, Chairman of tho Senate Committee 
on Government Operations, has been quoted in the press as 
stating on March 31, 1961, that his Committee has no plans 
to investigate the Society because his Committee has no 
jurisdiction to do so. 

In addition to this controversy splitting 
congressional circles into those attacking Welch and the 
Society and those backing Welch and the Society, the controversy 
has split congressional circles on the issno of whether a 
congressional hearing or hearings should be conducted of 
Welch and the Society, Some congressional members are 
demanding an investigation while others are claiming there 
is no basis or authority for such an investigation. 
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Background Concerning Welch 

The files of this Eureau disclose that Welch resides 
at 43 Fletcher 1 Koad, Belmont, iiassachuaotts ; has an office 
jr.t "10 Kaiu Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts , where he is 
ru officer and director of the tfrraes 0. Welch Company, a candy 
company; and has an office at 3SI> Concord Avenue, Belmont, 
Massachusetts, from which literature of the Society is mailed 
and distributed. In February, 1959, this Bureau received 
information indicating that Welch had authored a hook 
entitled "The Politician," which book Welch did not have 
published but had a limited number of copies printed which 
he sent to frionds and individuals who he believed would be 
interested in its contents. A review of this book disclosed 
that it was mainly a vicious attack on the political life and 
beliefs of President Eisenho\ver. In this book Welch by 
innuendo alluded to former President Eisenhower as being 
procorairunist . Photostats of the pertinent portion of "The 
Politician," as well as background information concerning 
Welch and the Society, were disseminated to tho then Attornoy 
General by memoranda dated March 6, 19S9, September 11, 
and September 16, 1959, all captioned "Robert H. W. Welch, Jr." 

Newspaper accounts have quoted Welch as stating that 
he is the absolute boss of the Society and as saying the Society 
wast be run by a "hard-boiled* dictatorial and dynamic boss." 

A description of the tactics employed by Welch in 
carrying on tho activities of the Society is seen in the 
statement of Spruille Braden, the former United States 
Ambassador and a member of the Society *s council, as quoted 
in an article on the Society which appeared on page six of 
the March 30, 1961, issue of the "New York Journal-American," 
a daily New York City newspaper. In this article Braden 
stated he did not agree with Welch's charge against President 
Eisenhower; that Welch may exaggerate sometimes; but "When 
you* re in a barroom brawl, no holds are barred. You doa*t 
fight by the Marquis of Queensborry rules." 

NOTE ON YELLOW ; 

Original to Deputy Attorney General Katzenbach 
by coverr memorandum dated 829;63, same caption, JHK:mar. 

*« — 
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Memorandum 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

flJ 



date: 



8/31/62 



from :,vM&0, BUFFALO |;O0-17508) (C) 

f $ 

subtect- J JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
J IS *> MISCELLANEOUS 

Re SAC letters 59-13 (F) and 61 -14 (D)» 



tt 



( 



The aforementioned SAG letter requested that the 
Bureau "be advised of the formation of a branch of the John 
Birch Society in a field division and instructed that no active 
investigation of this group he conducted. 

\ * 



I advised -cms orra.ce 

on 3/12/52, that he had been invited -co attend a meeting of 
a group early in March 1962 in Buffalo, New York which he 
believed was a branch of the John Birch Society. He said he 
would attempt to he invited to further meetings of this 
group to learn more about its nature. 

I [ subsequently reported on 5/21/62, that he had 

attended several meetings of this club and learned that it is 
known as the "Th^Conseryative Club" and is actually a local 
branch of the Jonri~Birch Society. It meets monthly on Friday 
nights in a parlor at the Hotel Buffalo, Buff £lo,Jew_Yj>rk. 
He reported that the following persons are prominent officials 
of this clubs 



b6 
b7C 



2 l - Bureau (RM) 
1 - Buffalo 
CES; 3rz 
(3) 




REG' 



3. 





: • I -i v *' : '.' • 

I I further advised that the meetings are attended' 

. ..by 9 to 12 persons. According to its chairman, the club Was 
'recently formed and its program basically consists Of discussions 
emphasizing ■ that .its .'members generally are opposed to the \ 
foreign policy of the EISENHOWER arid KENNEDY administrations \ 
and favor a repeal of the Income Tax'.. It was openly admitted 
. that this g ro up obtains it s litera ture- from the John Birth 

Society;' On one occasion, "J_____Jobtained an ' application blank 
. -for .John Birch Society membership. * During the meeting , ■ various' , 

persons and : groups were singled out for attack because they . 
■ were allegedly' "soft" toward the Communist menace.' Among these 
were EDWARD . R. MURROW,, DREW. PEARSON, Senator JACOB JAVITS, 
.'the United Nations^ the American Intellectual Community,, the -'-,':' -b7C 
. Government 'of Canada (for sending wheat to Red China ) and 
-•others.".::-.. '*- ' ■-. ..• . - .• ■ •..•=.' 



bb 



I advised this office that he would try to. 



.•• obtain invitations/ to subsequent meetings of the John Birch < : .>' 
Society-,'; but he had expressed some lack of sympathy with, the '.•• ■' •■ 
views of.- members of - .,t-h£s;':ciub -'during /.open-, .-discussions- after: •' 
the'- meeting and he felt that he. had become persona non grata' 

with them. ■ V '" '•''•.,,:. .7 > . :' \ .. *i ; 

'■''-■-.. ; ■ ■-• ■ ■■■■■ ' 

bin ..'.8/20/62, fa*. I 1 stated that he, had not been'- 

• Invited to any subsequent meetings of the John Birch Society,'' .; • .. 

....... The files of., this office-'refleet no- pertinent data ' '; ; . 

concerning the, above,, 'listed John Birch Society:, members, v- . 
Informants and sources ' have reported no interest on, the .part • :- 
. of subver s Ive- groups;' in- tha Buffalo area in : this branch of . 
the John Birch Society. ., 1 ,. 

;V v : '■ - ••' -'".. ' ') "•'. • '•-."■... : ■■ , 

No active investigation has been conducted on the -. - 
John Birch. Society by the Buffalo- Office arid this file is being 
placed in a. -"Closed" status. . \V- 

■I ' ■ ■ • _T . ' ■. . '"' - .'• ? . •:-..•:'••••' " : v^! .- 
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Mr. De Loach 



date: 9-18-62 



, from : D. C. Morrell^^ 



subject: 



Tolson _ 
Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach_ 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel 

Trotter _ 



Tele. Room f 

Holmes u U 

Gandy 7 Q 



Captioned individual sent a telegram September 17th 
stating that events relating to Cuba, Berlin and Laos warrant an 
investigation of the State Department. He wants to know if the President 
is a communist pawn and betraying us and states the President's refusal 
to recognize the Monroe Doctrine is incompatable with freedom. He feels 
the President should be investigated for treason and impeached. 

Bufiles indicate correspondent wrote in February, 1962, 
asking about a group of organizations and was advised by letter from the 
Director dated 2-26-62 that the FBI did not make^evaluations. Correspond- 
ent's letter indicated he is a member of th e JohnBirch S ociety, the Con- 
servative Society of America and Young Americans for FreedOmr- 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

(1) In view of his background and his bitter attack on the 
President, correspondent's letter should not be acknowledged. 



5 



(2) That attached form referral be forwarded to Secret 
Service for their information in view of the derogatory statements 
by correspondent concerning the President. 

JH:rap S"1 / 
(2) 
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Date: 9/18/62 
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(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

(PERSONAL ATTENTION) 




SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (80-0) 

EZRA TAFT BENSON 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

o m 

INTERNAL SECURITY DA" 



Mr. CiJiV. i n r J A 
Mr. Cf - 
Mr. W 
Mr. Erti 

iUr. -it* 

Mr. Ri jfyr. .. 

Mr. Tavef 
Mr. Tr«tt 
Tele. Koor, 
Miss Holina 
Miss Ganci^! 





On 9/18/62 I received a call from the Honorable 
EZRA TAFT BENSON, former Secretary of Agriculture in the 
Eisenhower administration, v/ho is one of the Council of 
Twelve, the governing body of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints^Mormon) . Mr. BENSON requested an 
appointment with me to discuss the following matter: 

He is concerned about Communism and what he 
terms Socialism in the United States and feels that the 
American people are not fully aware of its dangers. He 
feels that the Director of the FBI for many years has been 
warning the public about the menace of Communism and he 
believes that the Director is the foremost authority on 
' this menace today. 

(Mr. BENSON states he has conducted considerable 
research concerning the John Birch Society and has found 
nothing actually wrong with its activities and purposes. 
He mentioned that ROBERT H. WELCH, President of the Society, 
had made some "foolish" remarks in some letters in the past 
concerning President EISENHOWER, Dr. MILTON EISENHOWER and 
one or two other Government officials, but that to a large 
extent these statements by WELCH had been misconstrued in 
that WELCH actually meant that President-EISENHOWER had been 
"used" by others in formulating policies that J . were not 
severe enough against Communism. 6* /Q ^- ^oj — 

MOT RECORDED 



Bureau (AM) (REGISTERED) 
- Salt Lake City /O v /[} kJ „ 

(1 - 80-0) yr&j 4 f&z. />.*-*<*4jxei y 



? %,/LB*FR 



(1 - 100-9556) 5*&0>*£4 *~JK*& zl. — re~" £r 



Approve; 




Z Sent * 



Z o&nt . '' A.?. 
Special Agent in CharaaCAt < ~. ft* ~ | "T'fffk. 
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Mr. BENSON stated he knew many leading citizens 
who were members of the Birch Society and regarded them 
as patriotic and great Americans, He stated he is aware 
of the controversies concerning this society, but that 
he feels most people do not actually know the true aims 
of the Society- in combating Communism and Socialism,, He 
mentioned that even the Deseret News and Telegram (owned 
by the IDS Church) had published an editorial criticizing 
the John Birch Society and that he, BENSON, honestly felt 
the newspaper did not fully understand the purpose of the 
Society, 

BENSON has reached the conclusion the Society is 
doing a lot of good in combating Communism and feels that 
^ it i s patriotic in its motive s. He related in confidence 
that 



] has been approached by the 



Birch Society to be their representative in Utah and sur- 
rounding states; that the Society has no "coordinator" in 
.Utah and th at activities are handled by the coordinator 



at Denver, 



has been offered the position of 



"coordinator" in western state s, but has not yet discussed 
his decision with 
that 



Mr. BENSON states he knows 

_will consult with him soon concerning 

his opinion about becoming . affiliated with the Birch Society, 
BENSON stated he realized the FBI does not sanction or 
endorse any group, but he wanted to know of f-the-record 
how the FBI feels about the Birch Society and whether or 
not it has been investigated and any conclusions reached, 

I informed Mr, BENSON that of course we were 
purely a fact-finding agency and that he was correct in 
his comment that the FBI does not have the authority to 
comment or evaluate the character or integrity of any 
f person or organization; that the FBI is interested only in 
I subversive elements, particularly those that might attempt 
| to infiltrate or take over some organization purely for 
1 subversive purposes, I informed him of f-the-record in 
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I response to his direct question that to my knowledge the 
FBI has not investigated the John Birch Society as such 
in this area, but that of course it would have to be his 
own decision Concerning any affiliation with the Society 
or any other group. Mr. BENSON stated he realized this 
but that he appreciated my conferring with him at his 
request. 



It is to be noted that [ 



is a young 



man app roximately 30 to 32 years of age who was a candidate 
for the I | and was defeated 

in the primary last week. | | makes a large number 

of speeches, I have not heard him but understand that he 
is a capable speaker and stron gly opposes Com munism and 
Socialism in his remarks. The | lis highly 



regarded in church circles in this area, andf 

| is one of the highest ranking LDS Church officials. 
'Mr. BENSON had just received from the Publisher a copy 
of the Director's new book, "A Study of Communism, '* which 
he had on his desk and which probably prompted his contacting 
me about the above matter. 

£ Mr. BENSON mentioned that he would be on a trip 

£ in the eastern part of the United States within the next 
few days, and that he might personally contact the Director 
to confer with him about the menace of Communism and the 
jjrole of the Birch Society. 

The above is furnished to the Director since he 
might be contacted in the next few days by Mr. BENSON, who 
is a strong admirer of the Director's. 



- 3 - 



Approved: Sent 

Special Agent in Charge 



M Per 




Mr. Halone ] 

Mr. Rosen 5 

Mr. Sullivan__] 
Mr. Tavel 



! Mr. Trotter | 

' Tele. Room j 

Miss Holmes : 

Miss Gaudy \ 



